As originally described, Tabebuia Gomes ex DC. (Bignoniaceae) (typified by Tabebuia cassinoides (Lam.) DC. included only arboreal species with simple leaves (Candolle 1838) . With the description of more species of Bignoniaceae, several shrubby and arboreal taxa with palmately compound leaves were included in the genus and Tabebuia was rendered more heterogeneous. Mattos (1970) stated that a group of Brazilian species known as "ipês" differed from what was originally proposed for Tabebuia (i.e., with simple leaves, 3-4 ovules per ovary in transversal section). Therefore, he (Mattos 1970) Gentry (1992) considered Handroanthus in the synonymy of Tabebuia, including shrubby or arboreal species with simple, unifoliolate, or palmately 3-7(-9) foliolate leaves and 2-multi ovules series per locule in the genus. Nevertheless, molecular phylogenetic analyses (Grose & Olmstead 2007a) showed that Tabebuia, as accepted by Gentry (1992) , is distributed in three clades that are not closely related to each other. Based on these results, Grose & Olmstead (2007b) Grose thrive under such conditions. The reduction to unifoliolate leaves could be interpreted as a reversal (from compound to simple leaves). The presence of compound leaves is the prevailing condition in Bignoniaceae. However, several species present simple leaves (e.g.: Jacaranda simplicifolia K. Schum. ex Bureau & K. Schum.). However, this idea needs to be tested through phylogenetic studies and by plotting these characters on well-supported phylogenies.
Handroanthus coronatus (Proença & Farias) Farias, comb. nov.
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